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PROCEEDING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF JEFFERSON, STATE OF MONTANA

June 23, 2009

Present: Commissioners Lythgoe, Weber, and Kirsch; Harold Stepper, Jefferson Co. Planner; 
Mike Hoffman, Jefferson Co. Planning Dept.; Jan Anderson, Boulder Monitor/Jeff. 
Co. Courier; Tara Mastel and Tom Harrington, Jefferson Co. Extension Office; 
Willis Weight; Bob Sims; Marilyn McCauly, Fair Board.

MINUTES
Commissioner Weber moved to accept the minutes of May 26, 2009. Commissioner Kirsch 
seconded. The motion carried.

CORRESPONDENCE 
Commissioner Lythgoe reported that he received a memo from Bonnie Ramey, Jefferson Co. 
Clerk & Recorder, stating she would need a memo approving any transfers of cash to Capital 
Improvements fund by June 30, 2009. There was a discussion and no one remembered an 
occasion for a transfer. Commissioner Lythgoe said he would talk to Bonnie about it.

Commissioner Lythgoe said that there was a meeting scheduled on June 29th at 2:00PM at the 
Boulder City Hall Conference Room to discuss the S. Campus Water and Sewer project. He said 
he has been attending those meetings, but will be unable to this week. He asked if either of the 
other Commissioners would be able to attend. Commissioner Weber said that he would.

Commissioner Lythgoe announced there would be a state wide conference call by the Dept. of 
Revenue, on Thursday, June 25th at 9:00AM regarding reappraisals and updates on other issues. 
He pointed out that each Commissioner had received an email pertaining to this with all the 
necessary instructions for the call, but he wanted to remind them all. It was affirmed that they 
would all take part.

CALENDAR REVIEW

6/23 5:45p.m. Fair Board Meeting 
6:00p.m. Solid Waste Public Meeting - MT City school

6/24 6:00p.m. Solid Waste Public Meeting - in Boulder - Jefferson High School
6/25 6:00p.m. Solid Waste Public Meeting - Whitehall High School



6/29 9:00a.m. Larrey Lattin / Vet. Home - Commission Office
2:00p.m. Meeting S. Campus - water and sewer project

COMMISSION REPORTS
Harold Stepper, Jefferson Co. Planner, was asked to report on the Multi-County Conference that 
took place on June 16th. Harold stated that the conference was attended by 30 or so County 
Commissioners, Planners, Attorneys, and Zoning officials. He said the morning meeting included 
introductions, legislative updates from Kelly Cassillas with CTAP, an open discussion to share 
ideas within south west counties and cities, and ended with a tour of the National Affordable 
Housing Project being built in Boulder. He reported that after lunch at the Elkhorn Café they 
boarded a bus and proceeded on a mostly drive through tour of  6 subdivisions. One particular 
point of interest up by Corbin was a water fill station for live streams, providing year round 
water through a water vault and pumping system. They then headed for Sheep Mountain but 
couldn’t go far because of road work. They proceeded to Jack Mountain, Moonlight Ridge, and 
finalized with a short tour of the Ashgrove Cement Co., finishing up at about 5:30PM.

Commissioner Weber reported that he’d attended the Solid Waste Board meeting on Tuesday the 
16th. They got a preliminary budget together to submit to Bonnie Ramey, Jefferson Co. Clerk and 
Recorder. They discussed the upcoming Public Meetings being held Tues., Wed., and Thurs. 
nights in MT City, Boulder, and Whitehall respectively regarding ‘woody waste’ and tire disposal 
fees. 

Commissioner Weber reported on Wednesday the 17th he attended a personnel hearing, the result 
of which was that the Boulder Librarian started back to work in her position that coming 
Monday.

Commissioner Kirsch reported that he attended a Rocky Mt. Development meeting in Helena 
the evening of June 16th. He said there were two important issues addressed. The first was the 
Head Start program for here in Boulder. He said that looks favorable if the money is allocated. 
The second issue was rebuilding Big Boulder Housing. He stated that also looked favorable at 
this time. 

Commissioner Kirsch then reported on the Monday morning meeting with Larrey Lattin, 
representing Jefferson County interests and who now sits on the Siting Committee for the new 
S.W. Montana Veterans Home location. The meeting provided a chance to get a feel for our 
county’s proposal that would go before the deciding board encouraging the building of that 
veterans home here in Boulder. He explained that there will be a meeting with Larrey every 
Monday morning until all the possibilities to that end have been researched. He explained that 
the Siting Committee has not met yet so there is no criteria established for the process at this 
time, but Larrey would be gathering that information as quickly as possible.

SUBDIVISION REVIEW
REQUEST FOR CHANGE TO PRELIMINARY PLAT DESIGN- TRETTIN MINOR 
SUBDIVISION - MT CITY
Mike Hoffman, Jefferson Co. Assistant Planner., came forward to address the Commission, 
handing out a drawing of the proposed change. He explained that Trettin Minor subdivision had 



been approved March 31, 2009, that it is a 5 lot minor located 1/4 mile north of MT City, off of 
Wonder Rd. He said they had received a call from developer Larry Trettin asking if they could do 
a minor change to the plat design. Mike went on to explain the change in the drawing provided 
explaining the change involved altering the cul-de-sac by leaving a landscaping space in the 
middle of it. The driving surface would retain a 35ft. width in the circumference of the cul-de-
sac. It would be a 30ft. landscaping space. Mike said he felt this was a minor change that didn’t 
need to go back to the Planning Board. Mike explained that he highlighted the change on the plat 
and on the engineered drawing for the Boards review. He stated that these slight changes were 
not reflected on the stamped engineer designs at the time of plat approval. Commissioner Kirsch 
asked about water and landscaping. The subdivision developer, Larry Trettin, addressed the 
Commission stating that their intention was to have the space landscaped in a natural manner 
with Juniper and small Aspen not requiring much water. It would be designed to add to the 
subdivision but leave ample room for a fire truck. He explained that you could actually take two 
of the largest fire trucks, putting them side by side with 4ft. in between leaving an 11ft. area to 
pass. He explained by leaving the hammer head in place it would give space for other vehicles to 
park if there were a fire situation. Commissioner Weber asked if the design had been presented to 
the Fire Dept., and Larry said he’d spoken with Rick Abraham about it. Because there are only 3 
houses on that cul-de-sac Rick didn’t seem to think it was a problem. He said Rick didn’t want to 
see anything like large rocks, trees or other barriers around the outside of the cul-de-sac and to 
only use the center part. Commissioner Lythgoe said he would entertain a motion. Commissioner 
Weber made a motion that they not grant this explaining that the County has been having a 
problem with right of ways and cul-de-sacs particularly, to the point they were considering 
becoming party to covenants to deal with those issues. It seemed that this would be contradictory 
to that end. Commissioner Lythgoe seconded that motion and asked for any discussion. 
Commissioner Kirsch didn’t agree based on the fact that Rick was not opposed. There was a 
discussion. Then Larry Trettin addressed the Commission regarding ample radiuses providing 
adequate approach without having to go into the center of the cul-de-sac to make the turn. He 
pointed out that you can enter the cul-de-sac from either direction and with the hammer head in 
place a second fire truck could enter from the other side of the cul-de-sac having ample room. 
Commissioner Lythgoe asked what the width of the cul-de-sac was, and Mike answered that the 
driving surface would be 100ft. from end to end and it is surveyed at 120ft.. Commissioner 
Weber asked the length of the culvert at the cul-de-sac opening, and Mike responded a minimum 
of 30ft. Commissioner Weber felt that depending on the final length of the culvert and looking at 
the engineer drawings he felt it would limit the entrance to the cul-de-sac. Mike said they could 
stipulate the length of the culvert at this time, but Commissioner Weber stood by his motion to 
not grant the change. Commissioner Lythgoe stated that Flintlock subdivision did have a similar 
situation and the fire dept. had complained, and were not in favor of it. Commissioner Lythgoe 
asked for a vote. There were two in favor and one opposed. The motion carried.

ITEMS FOR COMMISSIONERS ACTION OR REVIEW
OPEN AND AWARD BID FOR LEGAL PAPER OF RECORD
Commissioner Lythgoe presented the two bids. One from the Whitehall Ledger, and one from the 
Boulder Monitor/Jefferson Co. Courier. Commissioner Weber read the bids aloud. The Ledger’s 
bid was $7 per folio first run, $5 per folio for subsequent runs, and $4 per column inch for 
display ads. The bid from the Monitor/Courier per statute was $11 per folio first run, $9 per folio 
for subsequent runs, price per column inch for display adds - $4.50 for the Courier and $5 for the 



Monitor. Commissioner Weber asked for clarification from Jan Anderson as to the prices per 
statute, and she responded that is was maximum pricing per statute. Commissioner Weber made a 
motion to grant the award for legal advertising to the Whitehall Ledger based on their lower bid. 
Commissioner Lythgoe asked for discussion and Jan Anderson addressed the Board. She stated 
that there was a new requirement that went into effect July 1, 2008 requiring papers bidding on 
the contract to file a report with the Clerk & Recorder’s office by July 1st of each year. She said 
obviously the Ledger’s bid is much less but she suggested it be checked whether the filing had 
been done. to fulfill that requirement. Commissioner Lythgoe said with that information they 
would not be awarding the bid until that information was received, and asked Commissioner 
Weber if he was willing to remove his motion. That was done and the matter would be agendized 
two weeks out.

OPEN AND AWARD BID FOR FAIRGROUND BLEACHER PROJECT.
Only one bid had been received. Commissioner Weber asked how the Request For Proposal 
(RFP)  was put out. Marilyn McCauly came forward and addressed the Board. She explained it 
was put out in the under $50,000 bid policy, she contacted 6 different contractors on the bid list 
in the Clerk & Recorder’s office, one responded they weren’t interested, one couldn’t do it in the 
time frame, she sent out the bid requests to the remaining 4 that were to be returned to the 
Commission by 5:00 last night. Commissioner Lythgoe asked if they had an engineer, and 
Marilyn answered yes. He asked if they had money budgeted for this, and she responded they 
had Metal Mines at $10,000 and in-kind money at $10,000 totaling $20,000. Commissioner 
Lythgoe read the one bid from Diamond Construction out of Helena in the amount of 
$48,521.00. That bid being obviously over budget it was the suggestion of the Commission that 
Marilyn take the bid to their engineer to look at and possibly figure out why it is so high. 

SIGN HB645 GRANT CONTRACT
Commissioner Lythgoe explained that this issue wouldn’t be addressed in this meeting because 
there was more information being gathered to submit for the grant requirements. He reported that 
the engineer involved suggested that if we want to tackle this project this year; we need to move 
quickly.

WILLIS WEIGHT- REPORT ON WATER TESTING IN BOULDER VALLEY
Willis Weight, professor at MT Tech, addressed the Board with a recap of the groundwater 
testing project the Commission had donated $400.00 towards water analysis. He produced a 
Power Point presentation of the process and the results of that project. He explained that this 
undergraduate study came about as a result of a previous ground water study by the United States 
Geological Survey (USGS) that found uranium and other radionucleides in elevated levels in 
well samples in Jefferson County. It was decided that they would perform a concentrated study 
up on Depot Hill outside of Boulder, with two other locations up to 5 miles away. The objective 
was to see if they could understand some distribution of uranium in groundwater in the county. 
They followed the protocol and operating procedure used by the USGS. He explained that 
procedure. They sampled 14 different wells, included two blank samples, and one duplicate 
sample. He showed the location of the wells on a map. He showed, and explained different 
graphs of results, and calculations. Even though only one well was over the accepted limit of 
uranium (out Whitetail Rd.), he pointed out the fact that every well showed some level of 
uranium, there were no non-detect wells. They established that uranium levels seemed to have 



nothing to do with proximity to the Free Enterprise Mine. They don’t have any idea if that would 
be the same result with radon. There were other factors (distance, water temp., PH) compared 
that also didn’t seem to establish a pattern. They did find a strong relationship between 
conductivity and uranium content. There were no relationships between concentration verses 
well depth (the deepest wells seemed to have lower levels), but there was a pattern apparent with 
higher dissolved mineral content and uranium. It would seem that uranium is somewhat 
distributed throughout the granite over the whole area tested. Again, the most prominent factor 
would be that all the wells showed levels of uranium. Mr. Weight left a copy of the Power Point 
demonstration in the laptop computer.

SIGN DISPATCH AGREEMENT WITH CITY OF BOULDER
Commissioner Lythgoe read the essence of the document aloud. That it is an inter-local 
agreement for dispatch services between the City of Boulder and the Sheriff’s Dept., and it will 
go from July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010. The Sheriff’s Dept. provides all dispatch services for the 
City of Boulder, and the compensation for that is $7,000.00 per year during each year of this 
agreement. The annual fees shall be paid in two equal installments in each annual term in which 
this agreement is in effect. With the first payment due on or before December 31, and the second 
payment due before June, 30. Commissioner Weber made a motion that the Board sign the 
dispatch agreement between Jefferson County and the City of Boulder. Commissioner Kirsch 
seconded. The motion carried. The Commissioners signed the document, and it was instructed 
that the document be returned to the Sheriff. 

DISCUSS IMPLEMENTATION OF A FEE FOR PRE-BUILDING SITE APPROVAL WITHIN 
JEFFERSON COUNTY.
It was decided that this topic would not be discussed. Jefferson County Attorney, Matt Johnson, 
was researching this topic and would be discussing it with Harold Stepper, Jefferson County 
Planner. The subject would be re-agendized when that task had been accomplished.

OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT
Bob Sims, S. Jefferson River Watershed, reported to the Commission that he and Tom Harrington 
had attended the Groundwater Steering Committee meeting. The committee would be deciding 
who would be included in the closed basin groundwater resources studies to be done. There are 
37 total areas to be considered and the Boulder Valley was ranked 22nd and now stands at 15th. He 
commented that we wouldn’t get in the top 8 for consideration. He said they would be sending 
out requests for information verifications, and it was Bob’s recommendation that the 
Commissioners remain involved and diligent in regards to this matter. He said the top 5 
recipients had matching funds in the amount of from $500-600,000 per study. There was some 
discussion regarding the Clean Water Act, and DEQ testing for mineral concentrations in the 
Boulder Valley.

MEETING ADJOURNED
Commissioner Kirsch made a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Lythgoe seconded. The motion 
carried and the meeting was adjourned at 2:54PM.

COM: ch



ATTEST:

______________________________     ________________________________________
BONNIE RAMEY     TOMAS E. LYTHGOE, CHAIR
CLERK AND RECORDER

                           ________________________________________
   KEN WEBER, COMMISSIONER

   ________________________________________
   DAVE KIRSCH, COMMISSIONER


